Impact of inflammation and oxidative stress on vascular calcifications in chronic kidney disease.
Vascular and/or valvular calcifications in patients with chronic kidney disease (CKD) appear to indicate a poor prognosis in terms of overall survival and cardiovascular morbidity and mortality. Inflammation and oxidative stress represent new features of the arterial and/or valvular calcification process. However, only limited observational and epidemiological data are available in these areas. Therefore, the link between inflammation, oxidation and vascular and/or valvular calcifications deserves careful consideration in CKD patients, since they may become targets for the development of new therapeutic strategies.